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Summary. — We present serological evidence of infection with
western and eastern type of haemorrhagic fever with renal syn-
drome (HFRS8) virus in patient’s sera from Slovakia by indirect
immunofiuorescence. Treatment of sera with 2-mercaptoethanol
decreased levels of haemagglutination-inhibition (HI) antibodies
to the eastern type of HFRS suggesting primary infection of the
patients by this virus.

Key words: haemorrhagic fever with renal syndrome (HEFRS);
eastern and western types of HERS, Fojuica strain; serum anti-
bodies

Introduction

In 1984 we detected the antigen of western haemorrhagic fever with renal
syndrome (HFRS) in the hungs of small rodents in Eastern Slovakia (Gre-
sikova et ol., 1984). It was found by complement-fixation reaction that the
antigens were closely related to the western type of HFRS TPuumala
(Karabatsos, 1985). Antibodies to the western type of HIFRS were detected
in the sera of Clethrionomys glareolus, Apodemus agrarius, Pitymys subterra-
neus colleeted in Lastern Slovakia and in the sera of Clethrionomys glareolus,
Apodemus sylvaticus, Microtus arvalis and Microtus economus collected in
western Slovalia (Gredikova et al., 1986). The western tvpe of HFRS antigen
was demonstrated in Clethirionomys glareolus and Microtus arvalis (Gredikova
et al., 1984, Dancs of al., 1986). The castern type of HFRS antigen Hantaan
(Karabatsos, 1985) was found in dpodemus agrarius (Daned el ol., 1986;
Grekikovi el al., 1088).

The antigen for hnomagglutination and for HI test was prepared from the brain of suckling
mice infeeted with Fojnico virus (bhe eastorn typo of HFRS kindly supplied by Dr. AL Ghigic,
Institute of Tmmunology and Virology, “Torlak,” Beograd, Yugoslavia) by sucrose-acetone
oxtraction (Clarko and Caanls, 1958), The immunofluoreseence procedure for the sera of patients
waos made necording to Tkachenko et ol (1981). The haemagglutination and the HI tests were
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